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Easter brings us new life, a new beginning. We 

shed all the evil and shortcomings in us during 

the last 50 days of lent to embrace the joy of new 
life provided by the Risen Christ.  

Our media has some significant role in 

maintaining and controlling our lives. Often we 

see media promoting culture of death as well as 

taking negative and abusive approach whereas it 

has the potential to spread life and light for 

humanity.  

How could we remain singing hymns of Alleluia 

when we read and watch, cases of rape, domestic 

violence, and murder each day in our country? 

The situation becomes severe when these crimes 
are done against minors.  

The Easter season is an opportunity to start anew 

and recommit us to our mission. Why shall we 

not do something new to eliminate the evil of 

inhuman acts around us? Why shall we not take 
a resolution to do things in better ways? 

Educating people about the influences of media 

is one of the ways we can resist the negative 

impacts of media. However, if we are taking a 

pro-active stance, through media we can reach 

out the life-giving message of Jesus to people of 
various walks and needs. 

Integrating media in our ministries we can 

empower people to respond creatively and can 
become a voice for the voiceless.  

This humble attempt called CUMIN is a small 

seed which can spread the aroma of media 

literacy and a chewing piece for many who are 

indifferent to new media trends. CUMIN is a 

space where you will find helpful materials to 

know the present day media culture and how 

they could be used for improving our ministries.  

May this Easter bring us joy, hope and freedom 

from the slavery of ignorance, imprudence and 
indifference to the prevailing media culture. 

 

 

 

Education: A Gandhian 
Perspective 

Many of us actively 

engage in the holy 

activity of education. 

Gandhiji points out 

seven deadly sins of 

this world – wealth without 

work, pleasure without 

conscience, science without 

humanity, knowledge without character, politics 

without principles, commerce without morality and 
worship without sacrifice. 

In spite of our serious commitment in the filed of 

education which ideally is aimed at helping the 

young people to constitute a better society these 

sins seem to surge in our society. Character 

building of a child along with vocational training 

was one of the prime concerns of Gandhian 

education, which would foster morality, equality 
and has the dignity of labour.  

Gandhian socialism, namely Sarvodaya, envisions 

promotion of everyone in the society. It would 

provide dignified life to each individual and bring 

social order. To accomplish sarvodaya, in our 

education we must aim at multi-faceted 
development of individual, society and nation.  

The father of our nation also reminded the teachers 

to be a student when she/he is with the pupil. 

There are so much to learn from them while 

teaching. If the teachers develop this attitude it 

would not only be beneficial for themselves but for 

the young generation and the society.  

In the perspective of Gandhiji, education must be 

based on spending every minute of one’s life 

usefully for oneself as well as to others. If we see 

evils growing in our society damaging its own 

backbone it is high time for us to rethink our 
education system. 

Imparting information, knowledge and facts alone 

would not help true democracy instead right 
education is the need of the time. 
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to truth of knowledge, 

wisdom, compassion, morality, dignity, 

equality and empowerment?   

Education has the power to form the determined 

spirits with an unquenchable thirst for truth and 

justice. This would be the ultimate objective that 

we need to aim at through the holy act of 

education.  

 

Media Breakfast 
Don’t we enjoy a tasty breakfast everyday! But we are 

unaware that we also consume a media breakfast 

News Papers – 3 pieces 

TV with – 100 channels 

Computer – 4 GB Ram 

Internet - 200 Kbps  

Podcast – to taste 

Preparation: This recipe for 

media breakfast can be 

prepared very fast. If you have 

a computer the recipe will be 

Kids! Who are they, the small body of vigour and 

vision?  

Kids eagerly look at the elders to learn, imitate 

and to be empowered. However, one of the 

prominent spaces from where children learn is 

media. What comes out of our children is the fruit 

and fruition of their associates. They may bear 

positive or negative fruits, drawing lessons from 

family, friends, school or media. 

The formation of students in a competitive culture 

is a key issue discussed by many scholars and 

presented in many conferences, talks and 

discussions. However, we witness 

everyday from newspapers and 

television that the rate of crime is 

increasing in our country. News about 

harassing women has become banal in 

our culture. Infant death ratio shows 

6000 per day.   

What are the real outcomes of the 

education we provide? Whom are we 

educating? Are we not pre-occupied with 

securing 100% success for our schools and 

shaping exclusively doctors and engineers? Yet, 

do we have a record of the number of students 

who passed out our schools and become doctors 

and engineers?  

This is a time to reconsider the real objective of 

education. Does our education provide a pathway 

Transformative Education 

A small body of 

determined spirits, fired 

by an unquenchable 

faith in their mission, 

can alter the course of 

history.  

(Mahatma Gandhi) 

made faster than you think. Take 

three newspapers (while the TV is 

switched on and keep the volume low) 

and scan through all the political news 

you get. Take sufficient business and 

sports news. If you think that biz news 

is not to your taste a bit of gossip can 

be added. If you have faster Internet it 

can taste better. 
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Media: A Ministry to be Integrated  

in the Mission and Religious Life of the Church 

Many people including the religious sisters think that 

media has only entertaining value. They also think that 

it is something to be kept away from the pastoral 

activity. 

It is a fact that to a great extent “human experience itself 

is an experience of media” (Aetatis Novae, 2).  

Pope John Paul II stated in his encyclical Redemptoris 
Missio (37), “it is not enough to use the media simply to 

spread the Christian message. It is also necessary to 

integrate that message into the 
‘new culture' created by modern 

communications”.   

What is the significance of this 

new culture? The “new culture” 
originates from the “new ways 

of communicating, with new 

languages, new techniques and 

a new psychology”. Since the 

new ways of communications 

create new languages, and new 
audiences we can handle it and 

master it only by dedicating 

ourselves to learn it systematically.  

This does not mean that we are going to specialize in 

media technologies, but have to learn the basic 

aspects, ideologies, implications and techniques of 

media so that we would employ them to enhance our 

various ministries.  

The fascinating fact is that if we want to be true to our 

mission we cannot just ignore these dimensions of the 
media. We cannot bypass the media or slip out of our 

responsibility by saying that media is not my business.  

This situation happens just because we cannot avoid the 

technology such as computer, mobile phones, and 
Internet from the various activities we do regularly.  

We realize that the students, youngsters, and elders 

spend most of their time in media connected to the 
Internet. Though Internet is a productive technology, 

the uncritical use of it can lead our young people to 

unpleasant consequences. This is an area where our 

educators need to pay greater attention, as many of our 

young children need help in this regard.  

Becoming a media literate is the first step towards a 

media integrated mission. Education, health, social and 

spiritual life are changing dramatically, shifting from 

centralized, patriarchal control to democratic and 

participatory ways of being and living. 

Media literacy enables people to be both critical thinkers 

and creative producers of an increasingly wide range of 

messages using image, language, and sound. The 

communication technologies today transform the 
common mass into digital citizens. Since they affect our 

understanding of our communities, our education and 

our Christian heritage and culture, being a media 

literate is not a luxury but 
an essential life skill 

required in this postmodern 

cultural context. 

One aspect of media 
education involves making 

students and elders to be 

familiar with this changed 

learning agenda and the 

new media culture. 

A media literate 
should know how 

to access, 

analyze, 

evaluate, 

respond and 

create the 
media content 

responsibly 

and 

creatively.  

An integrated 

mission intends education 

with creative response to media 
content and producers of media regarding 

various aspects of daily life. It is in view of making 

everyone aware of the formation in media, specially the 

students and participating them creatively in social 

development and wellbeing through new media. 

It is a matter of appreciation that the various religious 

congregations engage in a numerous apostolates with a 

view to provide saving grace of God. But we shall not 

forget that digital media is a huge continent where our 
young people are waiting in expectation of a messenger 

from Jesus Christ.  

 



 

 

 

Join Hands! 
CUMIN needs your help. You can join hands with CUMIN 

in writing thought provoking pieces about education, media 

and culture. You can join us to guide our young students 

and teachers to lead a better life 

and contribute to the society 

creatively. Your support will 

help not only CUMIN but also 

many young students, teachers, 

people who work in health 

ministry and social apostolate. 

THE LOREM IPSUMS FALL 2016 
News Corner 

Indian education system 

restricts innovation 
PTI | Mar 31, 2014 
 

NEW DELHI: Soumitra Dutta, 

An educationist advocated the 
need for a change to allow freedom 

of creativity to promote innovation 

in the Indian education system. 

It is an outdated education system 

that is responsible for India’s lower 

rank (66 out of 140 countries) in 

terms of local dynamics of 

innovation as per the UNDP, 
pointed Dutta, the Dean of 

Johnson School of Management at 

Cornell University in USA. 

“Restricting freedom at early age 
in schools by expecting children to 

write exactly as written in text 

books reflects later in industry, 

which leaves less scope for 

innovation due to lack of 
creativity,” Dutta said.  

NCERT encourages Media 

Clubs in schools 
NCERT web site | Apr 13, 2014 
 

NEW DELHI: Central Institute of 

Educational Technology, NCERT 
has a laudable project of Media 

Clubs in schools to promote media 

literacy in India.  

Experts from the field of media 

and education have come together 

to prepare reading materials for 

students as well as teachers. Then 

school teachers were trained for 
media literacy. Thereafter, media 

studies as a subject was introduced 

in schools. 

Teachers were quite apprehensive 
of having media discourse as new 

subject to be taught in the school 

curriculum fearing that it would 

add to the burden of students.  

This problem was overcome by 

instituting media clubs in schools. 

At present in India there are 

around 100 media clubs running 
successfully. 

Media Education in 

schools: A UMI initiative 
Local Correspondent | Apr 16, 2014 
 

LUCKNOW: Ursulines of Mary 

Immaculate congregation who are 
into education ministry have 

announced media education 

programmes in schools for the year 

2014. 

This is an initiative launched in 

view of helping young school 

students who are very much 

exposed to media with right 
orientations. 

Media education programme 

includes seminars and workshops 

in schools both for teachers and 
students.  
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